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PURPOSE 

OF REPORT To  seek  approval  for  the  allocation  of  the 
Unadopted Roads Programme for 2008/09.

COMPETENCE

1.1 Section  14 of  the  Roads  (Scotland)  Act  1984  empowers  the  Comhairle  as  Roads 
Authority to repair and maintain private or unadopted roads.

1.2 The financial implications are detailed in the report.

SUMMARY

2.1 The Comhairle has allocated an annual revenue budget for maintenance/improvement 
works on unadopted roads.  The budget for 2008/09 is £169k.  As these roads are not 
on the Comhairle formal list of roads there is no formal duty on the authority to provide 
any  maintenance  budget.   Traditionally  this  budget  was  allocated  alternately  to 
Lewis/Barra and Uist/Harris. 

2.2 The  change  to  multi-member  wards  requires  the  allocation  of  this  budget  to  be 
amended to reflect the new wards.  With this change it is also proposed to amend the 
formula for allocating the funding to shift the balance of the funding distribution more 
towards property numbers and less toward actual road length and/or actual numbers.  

2.3 Appendices 1, 2, 3 and 4 to this Report detail proposed criteria used to classify each of 
the  unadopted  roads,  for  categories  A,  B  and  C,  and  lists  those  roads  in  each 
category.

2.4 Appendix 5 details the proposed allocation of revenue funding to categories A, B and 
C; to general patching of unadopted roads; to Social Work access roads; and to the 
Unadopted Roads Community Scheme.

RECOMMENDATION

3.1 It is recommended that the Comhairle approve:

(a) the criteria and list of Unadopted Roads set out in Appendices 1, 2, 3 and 
4 to this Report for 2008/09; and

(b) the basis for and the allocation of the Unadopted Roads Revenue Budget 
for 2008/09 set out in Appendix 5 to this Report.
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APPENDIX 1

CRITERIA Category A Unadopted Roads

1. The road or track must be at least 1500 metres in length.

2. The road or track must serve at least 5 occupied house and 5 agricultural holdings such as 
crofts or feus.

3. The road or track must be adopted by the Comhairle for maintenance purposes after upgrading.

CRITERIA Category B Unadopted Roads

1. The road or track must be at least 40 metres in length and must not be gated and any upgrading 
will be restricted to the length serving houses.

2. The road or track must serve EITHER two or more occupied houses OR

3. The road or track must serve one occupied house AND give access to either and industrial or 
agricultural building not owned by the same person as the house occupier OR

4. The road or track must serve one occupied house AND give access to common grazing or other 
facility benefiting the community as a whole OR

5. The road or track must serve as a useful link road between existing unadopted roads or as a 
cemetery road, or as a shore road servicing agricultural land,

6. Because of the nature of their function roads to cemeteries and shore roads servicing agricultural 
land may be gated.

CRITERIA Category C Unadopted Roads

1. Such unadopted roads must serve at least 10 houses either directly or on a link road 
basis.

2. Such unadopted roads must serve at least 3 houses on a direct basis.


